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QCENTLEMEN, 


Now at length Preſent you with that 
Sermon which at your defire T Preached 

at the Second eAnniverſary Meeting of our 
(ountrey-men, and which you were pleaſed 
fo far toe Approve as to Requeſt the Publi- 
cation of it. That T have not performed 
your Requeſt ſo ſoon as might be expefed, I 
hope you will pardon me, fmce I had not till 
ay time a convenient leiſure to Tranferibe 
A 3 "y 
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my Þ or the Preſs, If this plain Diſ- 
prior lik ao = way _ 1 
duce to promote Doing Good which # the 1, 
eArgument of it, T ſhall thank God for th 
Succeſs, and You for putting me upon the | 
Attempt. | ET. 


Gentlemen, lam 
Your Aﬀe&ionateCountrey-man, ' 
Friend and Servant, 


JOHN SHARPE. 
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Ia EcqLEfs tl. 
F know that there 1s no good m them, but for a 
man t6 rejoyce and to do good m hr life, 


of the ſeveral eruments that Solamen 
had made in © to: the finding out 
wherein the Happineſs of Manin this World doth 
conhfiſt; and theſe Words are one of the: conclu- 
fions he drew from thoſe Experiments, 

No man had ever greater Opportunities of Fry- 
ing all the ways wherein men. generally {eek for 


Con- 


| UN 


T*: Book of Eccleſiaſtes gives us an account 


Eccleſ. 1. 
13 


ver.18, 


Vcr.2. 
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Contentment than he had ; and no man did ever 
more induftriouſly apply himſelf to, or took a 
greater liberty in enjoying thoſe good things that 
are commonly moſt admired than he did: And 
yet after all his Labor and all his Enjoyments he 
found nothing but-Emptineſs and DiffatisfaRi- 

on. Gt T0 
He thought to become Happy by. Philoſophy, 
giving his heart, as he tells us, to ſeek and ſearch out 
all the things that come to paſs under the Sun: Yet 
apon Tryal, he found all this to be Vartty aud nexa- 
tion of Spirit. a9 t6 5 
He applyed his mind: to Political Wiſdom and 
other ſorts of Knowledge, and his Attainments 
in that kind were greater than of any that were 
before him ; yet heexperienced at laſt that in Viſ- 
dom was much grief, and he that increaſeth Knowledge 'in- 
creafeth Sorrow. | | 
He proved his heart ( as hetells us ) with Mirth and 
Vine and all ſorts of Senſual Pleaſures to find if 
theſe were good for the Sons of men: © and yet 
ſo far'was he from his deſired ſatisfaction in theſe 
things, that he was forced to ſay of Laughter that it 

was mad, and of Mirth what good doth it. 
| Heturned himſelf to works of Pomp and Mag- 
nificence, he built him ſtately Houſes, and made 
him Gardens, .and Fineyards, and Orchards, and 
Fountains. He increaſed his Polleſſions, and gather- 
ed 
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ed Silver and Gold and the precious Treaſures of Rings and 
of the Provinces. He got hima valt Retinue, and 


kept the molt ſplendid Court that. ever any Prince 
of that Countrey did : yet (as he tells us ) when 


he came to hbok upon all the works that his hands had we. «o. 


wrought,and on the labour that he had laboured to do, behold 
all was vanity and vexation of Spirit, and there-was na pro- 
fit under the Sun. | : ; CG Bio, 

But wherein then is there any Profit if not-in 
theſe things? W hat is that good that the ſons of 
men are. to apply themſelves to in order to their 
living as comfortably as the ſtate of things here 
will allow Thus queſtion { after an intimation 
of the uncertainty and perplexedneſs of all humane 


events, but withal of the exacneſs of the Provi- 


dence' of God who hath made every thing beautiful in 
its ſeaſon, He thus reſolves in the words of the 
Text, 1 know ( ſaith he ) that there is no good in them but 

for a man to rejoyce and do good in his life, that 18 to ſay, 
I have found by long experience that all: the 
Happineſs. that is to be: had in'the good thingsof 
this life doth ariſe from theſe two things,” Rejoycing 
in the enjoyment of them, and : doing Good to others 
with them while we live. Take away theſe two 
Uſes and there isno good in them. + +4 -- 
Or it you pleaſe we may Interpret the firſt-part 
of his Propolition not of things but of men' thus: I 
I know there is no goodin them, i. e. I am convinced that 
| ets a 


Ver. 8. 
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there is nothing ſo goad tor the ſons of men; or, 
pothing that more contributes to their happineſs 
in this world, than that every man ſbould rejoyce and do 
goed in his life. And tothis purpoſe the words are ren- 
dred by ſeveral Interpreters, but it is no matter 
which of the ſences we pitch upon, fincein effect 
_—_— both toone thing. $24.4 
wo things then, Solomon here recommends to- 
every one that would live comfortably in this 
world, Rejoycing and dang God: and 1 do not 
know: what can be mare-proper and ſeaſonable-to 
be recommended and infiited on to you at this 


time and on this accaſion, than theſe two things; 


for the putting them in practice makes up the whole 
deſign ai this Meeting. ae 
Weare here ſo. many Brethren met together to 
Rejoycs and to 4s God. - T'o Refoyce together in the 
fenſe and' acknowledgment of Gods mercies and 
Bleſlingsto us, and in theenjoyment of Society one 
with another: Anil todvGudnot only by encreafing 
our Friend{hip and Mutuat Correfpondence, but 
by joyeing together. in a cheartul Contribution to 
thokz our Country-men that need our Charity. To 
entertain you therefore upon. theſe Two Points 
feems to be my Proper Bulanefs. ; 
+- Hut1n treating of them. I ſhall make bold to in- 
vert the order in which they-are put in the Text, 
and hal rſs ſpeak of dring Grd though it be la 


named, 


LIAML 
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named, and ſhall afterwards treat of Rejoyong! The 
trath is, doing gord in the order of natute goes befote 
Rejoycing, for it is the Foundation of it. Thete cali 
be no true joy in the Poſſeſſion or uſe of any worklly 
bleffings, unleſs we can fatizfie our ſelves we have + 

done ſome gord with them, -It is the doin ft that 
ſanAifes our other enjoymietits and 9 & theta 
riatter of Rejoycing. "000 | 
Now in treating ofthis Argument I ſhall briefly 
endeavour theſe Three things, oo © EL 
Firſt, I ſhall carneftly recommend to you the 
Practice of ' domy good upon ſeveral Conſiderations. 
Secondly, I ſhall repreſent the Practicablehef 
of it, by ſhewing the ſeveral ways which every per- 
ſon ('though in the meanet Ercamltantes ) is ca- 

pable of _ WW OO DOPE 
Thitdly, T ſhall make twoor three Tnfetences 
by way of Application. — ; 


I begin with the Firſt thing, ſetioufly to recom 


-mend the practice of doing good. 


But where ſhall I beck to ſpeak, cither of the 
Obligations that lye upon us, or of the Benefitsand 
Advantages that do accrue tous by doing good in our | 
lives? or having begun, where ſhall T make anend?t 
the ſubje& is fo copious that the' ſtudy of a whole 
life cantiot exhauſt it. The mote we conſider it, 
fl the more and the weightier Argurtients will 
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preſent themſelves to us'to ingage us in the practice 
of it ; 'and the more we practiſe it, {till the more 
ſhall we deſire ſo to do, and the more happy and 
Bleſſed ſhall we find our {elves to be. | 
For, todo good 1s nothing elſe but to act accord- 
iog tothe frame and make of our Beings. It is to 
gratifie thoſe Inclinations and Appetites that are 
moſt trongly rooted in our Natures; fuch as Love 
and Natural Afﬀection, Pity and Compaſſion, a De- 
fire of Friends and a Propenlity to knot our ſelves 
into Companies and Societies: what arc all theſe 
but {o many ſtimuli, ſo many powerful incitements 
of nature to put us upon doing good offices. one to 
another ? ST | 
.- T'o do good 18 theendof all thole Acquilitions, of 
all thoſe Talents, of all thoſe Favours and Advan- 
tages that God has bleſt us with, it is theproper uſe 
we are to put themto. If we do not employ them 
this way,we are ſo far frombeing better for them that 
we are much weorſe. What'will fignthe our Wit 
and good Humour, our Strength of Reaſon and 
Memory; our Wildom and 'K nowledge,our Skill 
in Arts, and Dexterity in managing Buſineſs, our 
Wealth and Greatneſs, our Reputation and Inter- 
eſt in the world, I ſay what will all theſe ſfignifie if 
- they danot render us more Uſeful and Beneficial to 
others? That which ſets the price and value upon 
every worldly bleſſing, -1s, the Opportunity. it: af- 
fords ys of doing good. __ To 
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To do good ſeems to be the foundation of all the 
Law: of Nature,” the ſupreme Univerſal;Law ; it 
s that by which the World is ſupported; and: take 
that away, all'would preſently tall into confuſion, 
And perhaps if it were particularly'examin'd, it 
\., would be: found that all:the other Natural Laws 
may be reduced to this and are ultimately:to be re- 
folv'd into it. It 15a queſtion whether there be any 
patural Standard whereby 'we can meaſure the 
Virtue or the Viciouſne(s:of. any Action, but the 
Influence that it hath topromoteor hinder the doing 
of good, 'T his is that that Grmbto atop: Vinmenk 
Vice. E180 3 nazb40l 
| To. do good is the great Work for! the ſake of 
which we-were ſent into the world, andnoman 
hves faxther to any purpoſe than as hes: an{:Joftru- 
ment ofdoing good..Be our lives otherwiſe nevierſo. 
buſie and fall of action,yet if others receive no-bene- 
fit by them,we cannot-give our ſelves any: tolerable- 
account of our time; we haven effect liv'd idly and. 
done nothing. i:x1Korg |. 
To ds good is-that which of all other:ſervices-ss: - 
| molt acceptable to- God, it is that which,he! hath: 
| laid the greatelt tres upon in the Scripture; it's. 
| that which he hath -with the molt earneit. and ak 
feRionate perſwalives, with the Rrongeſt Argu- 
ments, with the greateſt promiſes and withthe- 
moſt. dreadful. threatnings entarcid. uponus;. K: is. 
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that which he hath choſen before all Sacrifices and 
all, Religions worſhip firictly fo called to be ſerv'd 
with, It 18 that which he hath appointed for the 
great|Expreſſion both of our Thankfulneſs for his 
Benefitsand ofourLove and Devotion to him. Laſt- 
ly itithat which. Apes and the Prophets make the 
Sumof the Old Law, and Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
the Sum of the New. | 

And very great Reaſon there is for it, for to ds 
gooaisto become moſt like to God. It is that which 
of all other Qualities pives us the greateſt reſem- 
, 5.4.4.8. blance of .his Nature and Perfe&tions, for perfe&t 
Loveand Goodneſs is the very Nature of God, and 
'the Root of all his other Attributes ; and therd was 
never aby Action done, any work wrought by him 
throuphout the vaſt Tracts of infinite ſpace, from 
the Begmning of time to this Moment, but wits af 
Expreſſion of his Love, and an inftance of doing 
go ; (nay I doubt not to ſay,the moſt ſevere afts of 
us Juſtice and Vengeance have all been ſuch ) And 
2a... therefore with great reaſon hath our bleſſed Lord 
44-45- told us, that. the way to become the Children of 
our Heavenly Father is to do good toall, with the 
fame Freedom and Unreſervedneſs that God 

makes his Sun toſhine upon the World. 
And: of this our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf was 
the moſt dlultrious Example that ever appeared m 
the world, fo that to d» good is that which doth 


moſt 
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molt truly and perfeRly render us the Diſciples and 
Followers of Jeſus, makes us really be what we 
pretend we are. His whole life ( as the Goſpeltells 
us ) was but a continual going about doing pood. 
The great Deltgn of his Coming from Heaven, 
and of all that he ſpoke, and of all that he did; 
and of all that he ſuffer'd upon Earth, was the be- 
nefiting of others. And he hath left it as the great 
diſtinguiſhing Badge and Character, | whereby his 
Diſciples ſhould be known from other men, that 
they ſhould bye one another even as be had lov'd-thems) gas. « ;. 
that is ( as his Apoſile expounds him”) they ſhould 3+ 35: 
love and do good to that degree as io lay down: 7o.;. 
their lives for the brethren. Foiken 
But to ds good 1s not only our greateſt Duty but 
our greateſt Intereftand Advantage, which 1s that 
that Solow chiefly refers to m the Text. It is 
certain that noman can take a more Effettual way - . 
to render his Being in the world Happy and Com- 
fortable to him ( according to the ordinary courſe 
and event of things ) in what Condition 'or 'Cir- 
cumſtances ſoever he is placed, thanto do all'the' 
good he can in his life; fo that though'a man that 
lays out himſelt in this way, feemsonly to reſpe& 
the good of other people, yet in true reckoning he 
moſt conſults his own profit. © © 007 be 
For to- dv good in the natural way to raiſe us 
friends, who ſhall be oblig'd to contribute theirs 
- : | | bh En- 
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'Endeavours to the furthering our honeſt deſigns; 
to the upholding and ſecuring us in our Proſperity, 
and to the ſuccouring and relieving us when we 
arein any evil Circumitances, ſuch is the Contri- 
vance and the Conſtitution of this World, that no 
man can ſubſiſt of himſelf, but Rands in continual 
need of others both for their. comfortable Society 
and their neceſſary Aſſiſtance in his Aﬀairs. Now 
of all menliving the Good man who maketh it his 
Bulineſs to oblige all about him, is moſt likely to 
|be the belt betriended. _ 
+ To: de gudisthetrueſt way to procure toa mans 
ſelf a Good name and Reputation in the World, 
which as it isa thing deſirable upon many accounts, 
foitisa ſingular Advantage to a man for the car- 
rying on his ſecular deſigns. Nay to do good is to 
Embalm a mans name and to tranſmit it with a 
?1v.16.; grateful Odour to poſterity. The memory of a good 
man ſhall be bleſſed. and the ſence of mankind has 
always been, that too much honour could not be 
givento the name of thoſe that have done good in 
their generation. _ 

But which is a great deal more than all this, to 
do good is the molt certain effectual means to pro- 
cure the blefling of God upon our endeavours, 
and toentitle our ſelves to his more eſpecial care 
and providence and Protection : So that let what 
will come; in all circumſtances and conditions 

| the 
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the: good;man-has the: greateſt aflurance'that-all 
things ſhall at-leaſt»be  tolerably well: with him; 
and that he ſhall never 'be' miſerable. - Truſt inthe jy, .. 
Lord ( faith: David) and be: doing' good; fo'fhalt thou *- 3: 
dwell in the Land; and verily chou ſhalt be fed.  - 

Nay further, to do good is to entail a bleſſing 
upon our Children after us. I have been young and 
now am old ( ſaith the ſame*Pſalmiſt ) yer ſaw | never 
the FRighteour (- that 1s the merciful and good man, 
for that 1s the Notion of the word in that place 
and in moſt others) ſuch an one: ſaw I never 


Sofher ves fd ging ther rat fe 


. - Laſtly toconclude this point, To do good! (be: 
ſides all theſe advantages that attend it ) is moſt 
to.conſult our. own peace, and to make the 'beft 
provilion poſſible for our pleaſure and delight: 
Charity -{ as:Dr. Hammond uſed to fay ) is really a 
piece of Senſuality. And Epicurus himſelf the 
great Maſter of Voluptuouſneſs would confeſs 
that it was not only more Brave but more Plea- 
fant to do kindnefles than to receive them.” And 
certainly. every good! man will find- it ſo, foras 
the exerciſe of: Charity and Beneficence is as truly 
a gratification: of our Natural Inclivations and- 
Appetites as any other action or thing that cauſeth 
pleaſuretous : Sos italſoa gratificationof thoſe 
Appetites which are the higheſt and the nobleſt 

Ts C we 
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we have. - Now by how: muck:the appetite: that 
is. gratifid is more noble and divine: byſo-mach 
mult the. delight that arieth- from: that: gratifica- 
tion be more-exquilite, So that #t' was-no very 
great Hyperbole of our Divine Poct when he ſaid 


re nn bh #57 
Than that one joy of doing kindneſſes, | 


And which is further to-|be conſidered; it is not 
with this pleaſure as it is with moſt others thatva- 
niſh with the enjoyment, nay often leave bitter- 
neſs and:melancholy upon the mind after they are 

one off. For to do good is a permanent pleafure,a plea- 
_ that wall laft as long as.our hves. The memory 
of our good actions . wit-always: be accompanied 
with Delight and Satisfaction, ' when all our other 
paſle'& Enjoyments prove: matters of anguith and 
torment tous upon our reflections on them, theſe 
will be a. refreſhment; and the: nearer we ap- 
proach to death, {t} the more comfort we ſhall 
find in them.. Would: we therefore treaſare up 
to our ſelves a flock of hfting peace and: joy to 
ſupport us inall conditions of ourlife and fo make 


Ts ealie at our death, let us do al! the: 
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I Iehink 1 ode Grid etcugh to- convince any one 
of the truth of Sole Propoſition that there is 
nothing better for a man, nothing that more coti- 
cerns him either in point of duty or hap} f; 
than te do good in his life. Much more might” be 
ſaid, .and what hath been ſaid -might have' been 
ſaid with more advantage, and greater evidence 
if it had been fit toinſiſt upon every particular : 
but 1 wall purſue this -argament no Fn rther, but 
proceedito the ſecond general point 1 opor'd d, 
whichy is' to-ſet before you'the- practical of 
this great duty, by ſhowing the ſeveral wayes which 


mor - ny though im the ibaticl Circumſtances | 


i« capable of doing good.” | 
A great many there are that arc as ſcrongly to8- 


vinad as 'may-be that *tis: both their Intereſt and 


dutyto be doing good intheir lives, 'but they com: 

plaidthat it is rot" 1 their power, they have not 

any. Mea 07 Oppo portunities for'it,- and they-be- 
es {adly npon-this account; as think- 

ing their lives eel bes becauſe they /havenot thoſe 

that others have.” ' 

Toſuchastheſe let: me fay thisin the general : 
There'is no condition in the world ſo m:an and 


deſpicable; but yields ns Oli Young of doing 


good.” Theretsneither ”m Lg Man nor 


Wo- 


- vitible Capacitiesof being ſerviceable tothe world 


Gy 
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Woman, Rich nor Poor, High nor Low, Learn- 
ed nor Unlearned,. but in their Sphere; by a good 
busbandry of thoſe Talents that God has intruſted 
to their care and management they may be very 
uſeful to others, and prove inſtruments of much 
good to their generations. —=_ etl 
T his truth St..Paul moſt elegantly-ſets forth in 

3 Cor. 12. where he compares the Society of 
Chriſtians to a Natural body. - There he ſhews 
that as in the Natural body there aze many mem- 
bers, and all. thoſe. members have not; the-ſame 
dignity and honour, nor the ſame uſe or: office: 
and yet every member ( even the meaneſt ) bath 
its particular uſe by which it doth real ſervice to 
the body; nay ſo uſcful it is. that the body cannot 
be without it; fo it is with the Church: of Chriſt 
and with every body.politick, | Theres a neceſſi- 
ty both in the: Church.and.in the .State, that there 
ſhould be variety of funions and callings,' atd de- 
orecs, and conditions.. There; muſt be;.ſame to 
overn and-ſome.ta. be governed ; there muſt be 
ome more - conſpicuqus, ſome - mare obſcure; 
ſome whoſe gifts. and endowments lay: this way, 
and ſome whoſe Talents lay in another way; and 
yet there is not one of theſe but in- his degree and. 
tation, either 18 or may be as uſeful as any that be- 
long to the Society.. So that the eye cannot ſay.t9 the 
bend, ( az our Apoſtle; there exprellcth. it.) I have na 
need. 


UMI 
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need of thee.' Nor again the head' to the feet, T have 
noneed'of you, nay more, ' thoſe members of the' bidy 
( as he continues ) that ſeem to be moſt ſetble are yet 
rery neceſſary. | | TEK 
To reduce'the Apoſtles notion to its particulars, 

or toſhew in how many reſpects every individual 
perſon that is a Member of a' Society is neceſſary 
to the publick, and either doth or may ſerve the 
Weal of it, and ſodo goodin his life, is a'task tov 
great for me to undertake at this time; let it ſuffice 


at- the preſent-to propoſe to- you- theſe: general 
heads. / : wit 13016155 $7201 EY 131 


Firſt of all none can want opportunities of doing 
good'that isin-a capacity 'of perorning any acts 
of \mercy or - charity ſtrictly ſo called whether 
that charity be ſhew'd: to the bodies or ſouls '6t 
men: | Now the inſtances and expreſſions of this: 
way of doing good are infinite, as infinite as are: 
the wants-and-neceflities of mankind. 

 Tothe-bodies of men we do-good when ever 
we contribute to the- relieving and caſing them-of: 
the outward preſſures and wants, ' and neceſſities. 
they lie under. : Such as: Sickneſs,” Pain; Poverty, 


Hunger, Nakedneſs, - Debts, Imprfonment, or- 


any other: outward afflition that falls upon them ; 


whether that eaſe and relief: be effeted by out 


purſe, orby our counſel and advice, or-by ous la 


bourand pains, 
| And: 
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..- And {ure ſome one of theſe three thidgs there 
is none ſo mean or _.inconſ{;derable_in the. world, 
but it is 1n his power to benefit his poor Neigh- 
bour with. 
_ Tothe Souls of men we do good, whenever 


.by our diſcourſes or other endeavours we make 


men better or wiſer ; when we inſtruc the igno- 
rant, when we ſatishe the doubtful, when we re- 
duce thoſe thatare mitled by error, when weeſta- 
bliſh/ the weak, when we reprove: thoſe that do 


amiſs, 19 aword), all our attempts:and endeavours 


in what way ſoever to reclaim men from vice, and 
to bring them to wiſdomand ſobriety is a Charity 
to their Souls; and whether our deligns ſucceed 
or not we ſhall be rewarded as thoſe that have done 
good inthe world. - ; |, els 1d 

Secondly, All the acts of Benehicence and kind- 
neſs, nay evenof Civility and good Nature, areto 
be accounted among the inſtances of doing : 
A man doth good not qnly by acts of Charity pro- 
perly ſq called, but by every courtelie that he foth 
to another ;. Hedothgood by ſhewing b1-reſpect 
and good will to all about him, by reconciling dif- 
ferences among neighbours, and promoting peace, 
friendſhip and ſociety as much as hecan ; by being 
Generous and Liberal and Hoſpitable according 
to his; ability ; by! forgiving injuries, and if it be 
poſſible making friends of thoſe that did them; by 


being 


> - 
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being caſte'of acceſs, and ſweet and obliging in 
his carriage; by complying with the infirmities of 
thoſe he converſeth with, and in a word, by com- 
tributmg any way to make the hves of others more: 
calte ns comfortable tothem. 

Thirdly, 4 man alfodoth good when he makes: 
uſe of that"acquraimtance or friendſhip or intereſt, 
thathe hath with othersto fiirthem uptothe do- 
ing of that good which he by reaſon of the nar-. 
rownelſs of his condition, or for: want of -© 
tunity cannot do himfelf.. This is a very conlide- 
rable inſtance of doing good how flight foever i it: 
may ſeem; the man that exerciſes hirnfelf this 
is doublya benefaRtor; forhe is not only an nile 
ment of good tothe perſon or perfons for who: 
he beg'dthe kindnefs or the charity; but he does: 
alſo a real kindneſs tothe man hnnfelf whonr he- 
puts upon the benefation, for God will not lefs: 
reward his good will for beingexcited by another. 

Fourthly, Another way to do- good-is to be: 
careful wy diligent, and conſcientious in the dt- 
charge of all thoſe-Pablick Offices which we are: 
calFd upon to execute m the place where we live.. 
How burthenſome ſoever thele be, and how mach 
foever of our time they rob us of, yet God-by-cal-- 
ling us to them, hath put. a prize into our hands, .(.as 
the Wife man ſpeaks ) to > do much good if me have - 
hearts to make uſe thereof. 

Eiithly,, 
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Fifthly, We.do good when being in a private 


Capacity we ſo carry our ſelves io all the Relations 
in which we ſtand as the nature of the Relation re- 
quireth. As for inſtance, when being Subjefts we 
conſcientiouſly obey the Laws of the Kingdom and 
ſubmit to our Governours, and promote what we 
can the publick Peace both of Church and State. 
When being Maſters of Families we take care of 
thoſe under our Charge, making ſufficient proviſi- 
on both for their Souls and bodies : When being 


Huſbands or Wives we diſcharge faithfully all the. 


Conjugal duties : When being Parents we love our 
children, and bring them up in the fear and nurture of the 
Lord. When being children we obey our Parents in 
all things. When being ſervants we do our work in 
ſingleneſs of heart, not as men-pleaſers but as thoſe that ac- 


count they have a Maſler in Heaven,  W hen having con-_ 
traced friendſhips we are ſecret and faithful,, and, 
prudent in the maintaining and preſerving ofthem, 


and ſo proportionably in all the other relations that 
weſtand in. All theſe things though they appear 
little, yet are they in their degree a real good and 
benefit to mankind, and fo necellary that there is 
no living tolerably without them, 

Sixthly, We alſo do good by an honeſt and a 
diligent purſuit of our calling and employment. 
Thereis no Art or Trade that we are bred to, but 
if it be alawful one, it may beof great uſe to the 

pub: 
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ublick,: and by wel{minding'it, and fairly: colin 
hou it we: may render'our' Shoe very: "ny 
members of the Common-wealth; -  - * 
| Seventhly and Laſtly, Wemay do a great Ui 
of: good by our good Examples, by being to'others 
Patterns of Piety and Prudence, of Diligence' and 
Indultry;: of Peaceableneſfsand Loyalty, of Humi- 
lity;and Meckneſs and Temperance: In 2 word, 
every man that will: make himſelf Eminent in atiy 
Virtue will be a Light to the: world, his life will be 
a cohſtant: Sermon, and hewill often prove as 
eftecual a; Bericfator co thoſe about him by his ex- 
ample as others are by their Countels and voy ad 
tations..-- 
Andnow all theſe thingotralfaleced whois there 
| among us in ſuch deplorable:Ciroumſtancesthat he 
can reaſonably. —— ability oyopportu- ' 
nity.to do good in bis life 5: Sure: I'am he muſt live 10 a 
defart, and have no Communication with man- 
kind that cannot fome-or other: of theſe ways be 
_ uſeful and: beneficial to; them. And thus Ro of 
our Second Head of Diſcourſe: - 


I now-carte in the: Thitd and laſt place to make 
ſore Application of what hath been ſpoken. 
- . And. Firſt, Since every maniis fo highly con- 
| cern'das we have cen, to:do good inhislife, let us 
all be perſwadediſerioufly and: heartily to apply our 


minds hereunto. Let us look upon 1t, not as a by- 
D work, 
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warzk a thing to bedone cow and then as theres 
occalion CITES :Butlet us 
hy out our ſelves ypan-1t, jet: ms propoſe it to 'our 
Elves a5 the great Baſcocks of our hives. Let ustake 
all opportunities for it, letus contriveand manage 
all our aflairs ſo that they. may ſome way or other 
be ſubſervientto the carrying onthis great work. 
Let this be the end of our gathering riches, and the 
meaſure of oarexpandivg them. To heap up riches 
that we may berieb,. orto throw thenaaway upon 
ourluſts are both equally intolerable; it isthe doing 
good with them that fanctihies-both the: getting a 
the ſpending them... 2:93 70 {3IS0) Bos GFqETT' 
Let = be the compaſs to ſteer and dire& us' m 
our purſuit alter knowledge, ' mour learning Arts 
ar rae the ry.of our Tracevand 
employments; in's mord, mthe choice and ini the 
proſecution otevery dehgn that is propoſed to us. 
Is all theſe things; the great coquiry.is to be, what 
good will they tend to? How ſhall we be rendred 
more uiefal-tothe' world, : if our  defipns and: en- 
deavours as to theſe matters do:take effect 2 
Let this bethe great rule by which we proceed in 
the Education of our Children and Retations,and 
the proviſions we wake for them in the world, Let 
itbe our faſt care to-poſleſs them with a deep ſenſe 
of the duty they. awe tothe Publick, andtoturgiſly, 
thera with [uch'qualities as wiltrenderthem profita- 
ble members ofit,andtoput them into fuch profeſſi- 
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ons andermployrr may afford thern fait ſcopy 
forthe exerciſe of thoſe jaw bore Hive tlins pro: 
videſorthem, though we otherwiſe eavethern ne- 
verſo fmaltan Eſtate, yet with the Bleſſing of God 
have a good Portion. 
_ - Laſtly; lettbis deſign of doing good Hnflulch cout 
very Offices of Religion. When we take oir appli? 
pwr vn the Throne'6f Grace, let-usbe. fure to 
| havethe Publick always in thind';” and even when 
be rayfor our ſelves let it be with this deſign and 
tron; thattas Godin mercy heftows oben 
”_ Bleſfingy'and'the Grace wie ray for,” we will 
them for thegood of others.” 
O' that we world 'thus ſcrioully concert onr 
ſelves it doinggood?' O' that 'we wonld' oticelay 
alite altouy brcle' feIith 'deligns, and'that matrow- 
neſs and penuriouſneſsof of Spirit withwhichmoſtof 
us arebound up; and*withardent'Eove and Cha- 
— ſelves mr ts-ſeel bir op but every man a> * Cori, 
mores io » | 
wont pood be fo neceffary : 
" avhath dion ripheſcats ;what-mriaft'we ſay of chepadicy 
men that frame tothetnſelvesNodtlfof Chriſtranity 
without | ting this daty into itsnotion ? There is # 
ſort'of Chriſtianity which hath obtained” in"the 
| world, that's made-up of Fijth'atid nowleds, 
| _ theGolpel Myſteries! Withoutlny 5 Chy 
tyand good wotks. Nay hives: 0 hat 
fort ofChriſtianityj we "x57 bon "of ' dh 
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ſeems to.couhilt 19 the diſparaging this-duty of do- 
ing good as muchas is poſlible z crying down asa 
heathen virtue, a. poor, blind piece ok -Morality;.:2 
thing that will no way further, our falvation ; nay, 
fo far from that, that it okter-proves.ahindrarceto 
it, by taking us off. from that-fult relyance-atid.ge- 
{ cumbencythat we ought to hayeon the-Rightcout- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt only; in ordes to our Salvation, 
But O how contrary are theſe Dodtrines'to the 
Doctrine of Chriſt and his ;\polttes! How, widely 
different a,thing;do. they make: Chrilhanity|to)be 
from what it will appear if we take qur ations :of 
it from their Sermons; and, Practices! ;Ls i poſlible 
that he that went.about doing good himſelf; made 
it his meat. and: drink, the; bulineſs and employ- 
ment af his life, ſhould-ſet f6;lght-by it in/us that 

are bis followers ?.,, $14: 2 YovjotitoonanctÞbiu;e! 
— _ [st poſſible that they that ſgcolten call.upon us: 
x Tim,6, to-do good, ta-be rich in good vhorks,. gbove-all things-to have 
os ferent charity among our-ſelves, telling us'that all faithis 
"443 Bathing, all knowleage of MyBerie-is nothing) (all gifts ob 
Prophecy and Miracles arg. nothing. butthat Charityis all 
inall,L {ay 1s 1t poiible that they ſhould; think doing: 
good ſoipligniticant; fo unprofitable, ray ſo: dan- 

| gerouz a thing as theſe: I ſpoke obda.reprefent it? 
k But Lneed not further reproyethele Opinions, be- 
"© caultLbo e they had but few Patrons; Þutthis leri- 
$ aallyought to-bergproyed among wwigthat we. do. 
votgenarally lay that firels uponthis duty we are 
ſpeaking of that we ought to da. Many 


I IA 


Religivocnoughto carrythem'td Heaved od 


at this Fork Aifre Fen. Ns 
:Many iare ready erouſghy to acknowledge t 
Obligatians28do: obdyanhbenl wes xvi 
mendable thing, and A work. chat 'God: will !blef 
therb thebetterfor, ut-choyavelorhi tylnakeTſt an 
ellen agtedicarottheinR they ehinkthey 
way beR avid ſerve God withoutlit: Tf the! 
bout loberxotheir ling banel juſt ity their dealitigh 
andebmer:Ohacharchedfinilcrines, "theyre: 


jel ind inemtmpethey» continue covetous ant] hard 
an} enoharitable, wyjchourbowelsofpiryandieais 
paſſiom anc-mbkenoufe bf: their wealdho! 51” tHhex 
powerand metro; br their Parts andindufir goat 
their other Talents coyrms rang thera s fortiathe 
doing goadmrheworld.r: 11 big n01753D91V! bos 
Far be it from. any man topretend eo Gerginige 
whatyertnee ordugreet of tl Favre eye 
lary teSaation,1atd what Vettucy ortegt 
chem:a mad'inay ſaſelyibe withoit: ''Butthis: Were 
tainghatcharityand doing: good? are 'fiokevt Wele 
that ean-be ſpared. The Sermptute hatheveny'wher: 
declartd theſe qualiciivcabo whackſflry Os 
our Salvatiowas any coudition-bfthe* _ 
if we will confult St. Manh 12's cothedsthe 
the - General: Judgment i k deſcribed; we thalkfind 
theſe to be the great point3:that ar the {afl-day irity: 
(hall be.exainined.upon, andupor while whole 
caſe of theireternal ſtate will: turn Sv that "if we: | 
rake'the Scripture for our Guide; theſe noaas!lalk 
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wiltbe fond tol-he apveh: -mvltoken: and 'ta-ihave 
.made a5eny fale jadgmacot bogh obReligion aidiof 
abeir owaicormditidp: 1 5, bog ont 2d 
+: >Thiwdlys Fromwhat hath been ſudabiont deidg 
Eft -may: gather wherein: that Portion of 
nity which we areto aſpirc after, dath com- 
; It -hasbecnmuck-difpnuted-wluckischermioft 
eRfe, rolivcintbeweodd aantbermen _— 
tolerve, God in following:our-ariplaye 
ckingearcofour favilimaendddingyred 
96 nejghbors, and CT ngatin that 
putrolatiattathe publick raquirecbbudyor ronttire 
f$omAowotld, end4oquit all otiv ſeculirconcern- 
adents} and: whallytogive up our (elves ts Prayer 
and manarnnk and thoſe orker: exerciſes pf:Relt- 
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amparifoir of the on that:it bath'en; 
wa felt thamame ofRiigious:None among 
thees are-thaught 'worthy'to be{tyled/ Religious 
perſons but.thole that Gloyiier tp themichues na 
Moxltcry, - But vehatever;excellence. may bo. pre- 
iepded in thiscomeof life.-it certainly :talls thuch 
& -that'wehichy1s led apublick way.Helcrves 
God'beſt that is moſt ſerviceable tohis Generation; 
And no Prayeraor Falts on, Mortthcations are near 
{o, acceptable a Sacrihiee to meyers ey as 
tq,dy.goad is our lives, : \ IV; I 2157 
- Tezs erneto keep withindoors and to. attend-ous 
[:@ devo- 
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devotions{thoughthole thasagois pearancomgt!, 

| bg bog thewerldzire mpbres {an ve'cheealt: 
devout perfors)J 1:hy this kindisf- ls the _ 
cafie atid the Hofer: ratio "18 ane then 


rmach'ts temptations: he: mayywith leſs i 
eſerve wig roy ES 
chat vertugt Vertue is 'thenrmoſt #{6r( 
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ſhalt be#iibſt tewarded; Wheth's *' mengswith Hoſh 
tryald and oppoſitions. ' by PRIIWIDOTY WP: 4 
And as for the bravery af conteminin 
and allthe Pomps of it} whith they; 6 ried 


rhickind of liſe/algs i is rathetiaiveffe@vol xc oming 
mity and love'ot 'our caſe, 'and-4'defive tobe fee 
ſtom caresarif burdens; "than of atiy3rucHiobleneſs 
ef mind; 4f\We-would live es Purple ts 
| dd; pt (kew te be why: Henoon 
—_—_— owards'God;'tet' hs: live $ 
LE; LF HAPs (les: did: Letts not fly Templas 
tions but Salah: ket ns 'yot fie at home-a- 
mulingour ſelveswithoitr lealinpeo 
awry. Anna me ware gs c 
foorder our devotionat t 
be a mmeary of promotingour world! Me 
affaits.and doing good, among rhert; Let us take out* 
ht times 'of retireigent and abiiration; that we may 
|, themorefrecly converſe with Godandpour ute 
, ſoals before his. Dat ſetthis be onlyto the end'that' 
we may a \abroad again more brizk aid lively: 
16, Van ajalihs ethe ; Temptations that. come in- one- 
| ways. 
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Way: and-morg promptand.readhly diſpoſted.to. eve? 
ry good works This i:t0, [pKa our Lord: Jeſus, 
to walkaswohave him for-pa example. This isa life. 
wb ſutable to thecontrivance.and the genjusof his. 

Rebgian, which;iswore:; accommodated. to Cities * 
ps er pet to Gloyſters and Deſerts. 

Ang lakly:this js to:walkina conformity to-his com-: 
rand who hath, hid us: make var light fo to ſhine before 

men that they may ſee our god works and glerifie, our. Father 
which 4 in Heaven, 210702 30 719V510 ar 10) 26 br: &, 

::: But Fourthly.and laſllyy 16 it be:a thing. ſo ne-, 
pr ovpaeniiond do geod.:inþis;life as 

hath been repreſented, then. how much to.bg Re- 
provedare they thatdougdgoodtilltheigdeath! That 
liye ſcrapingly ata unchoritdzapd wellly.jo-the 
Wwarld.all; the ir-hves Jeng» vAnd ithen--when .they: b\ 
corne!todye, think t9 Atpnefantheilnsand Negr- 

IcRs of this kind, ,by.ſhewwwg. ſpmexextraordinary 
Bounty to the poor, or devoting ſome. part of their. 
ellates to. publick or pious ulcs;. ,, e7tol 400: wh, 

Wy Sn {el te er pe ng dothto-me 
fem juſt like the bylneſant Putting of ammo. 
pentance to his death-bed.. It is abſo]utely.necella- 
ry that a man ſhould repent though it be ;never fo 
late; and fo it is that he ſhould do good-; ikhe have 
done;little good, in his life, he js .bound as he loves 
his ſoul to ſhew ſome extraordinary uncommon in- 
ſtances of Charity, and a Publick ſpirit, when. he 
comes to die. But then it is here as it is with the long 

| delay- 
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delaying of Repentance, the deferring it lolong has 
ob ed che o_ thegreateſt part ofthe __ and 
the comfort hemiight have expected from it.:His:Re- 
wards in heaven will be much leſs though' his good 
deeds ſhould be accepted, but he-isinfinitely uncer- 
tain whether they will orno.-It-miuſt be a very great 
at of Generolity.and Charity(that can-obtain a'pars 
donfor,a whole like of inbchiridblenely 20 1.90 1 'G 
__ Letusalltherefote labour and: ſtudy! i do good! in 
our lives, let us be daily;givingevdencesto:the-world 
of ourkind and chantable di jot,anddet not that 
be the firſt which is-difcovered=i' our' laſt! Williand 
teſtament. I God hath. bleſſed ua with workdlygoods; 
let us diſtribute them as'we ſee ioccaſion» in our-life 
time,when every.one may ſee. we.do it yoluntarily ; 
and not ſtay tilwe :multbe forced to part with them 
whether we'will or-no; :for that will blaſt the credit 
of our good deeds both with God and man. 


I haveſaid enough concerning the firſt point re- 


commended in the. Text ziz., doing God. I now come 


briefly to Treat ofthie other, that is, Rejoycing;. which 
is equally a patt: of the bu{ineſsof this'day: + 

There is no good. ( ſaith Solomon ) in any earthly.thing ; or 
ther els nothing better for any man t hanto r epoyce and fo do ood. 

T he 'Rejoycing here . recommended, 1s capable of 
two ſences, the-farſt more-general and. more concern- 
ng as Chriſtians, the other 'more particular and 
which more immediately concerns us as we arc here 
met upon this occaſion,  E In 
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© In the firſt place by Rejoxcng 'wemay- take to be 


meant, a conſtant habit ofjoy and chearfulneſs,fo that 
we arcalways contented and well pleafed always free 
from thoſe anxieties and diſquicts and uncomfortable 
reflections that make the lives'of mankind miſerable. 
Thi now is the Perfeftion of Rejoycing and it is the 
utmoſt degree NT thae:we are here capable 
of. It muſt be grantet1ndeed that not many do arrive 
to this ſtate; but yet'I:doubt_ not: but that it is a Rate 
that may be attaincd atlqatt imagreat meafure in this 
world.OthtrwiſethtHolyminasScriptureand par: 
ticularlythe: Apoſties:of our Lord wonld never fave 
recommended 110 us{6 often azthey-have done. © Fe- 


joyceever more, faith S:Pavl tothe Theſſalaians,and tothe 


Philippians, Rejoyce in the Lord always,and again I ſayrefoyce. 


The way to attamto this happy” condition doth: 
conliſt chiefly in theſe three thingy: Firſt a great in» 


nocence and virtue, a behaving out felves ſo in the 
world that our Conſciences ſhall not reproach us, 


* 


T his St. Panl lays as the Foundation 'of eg ths 


( faithbe ) i our rejoycing, The Teſtimuiy af our Conſceence 
that imſamplicity and Latly ſmcerity thave had my converſa- 


tion in this world: 1t i810 vain'to think of 'aty true folid: 
Joy os Peace or Contentment without a hearty pra- 
ice ofall the duties of our Religion;ſorthat we can ſa-- 


tishe our ſelves of ur own fincerity before God: 


And then fecondiyco-makeustapable of this con-. 


{tant Rejoycing)befides the mnoceace' bf vir lives 
there muſt goa farm and'hearty perfwaſion of Gods 
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particylar Providence 'a belief chat he not only Gif 
Meebaepecrins come to pals in the worldjever 
the mbſt:inconfiderabley butthat the meaſurecof the 


Diſpenſations' of RNs ries. is infinite Wiſdom © hy 


and.Goodneſs and nothingelſe : ſothatnothing doth 


or ever can happen to us in particular; or'tothe Gord 


in general but-what "is for the beſt. Now when \we 
firmly believethivand frequently attend'to it, how 
canwe beeitherſolictons for the futureordiſcontent- 
ed at the preſent events of things,let thera-fall out'ne- 
ver {o.cro{res;onr tUefivesand expeRtations?- The is 
the belt Antidote in the world (and atreffeRual 6ne 
it is) againſt'al troubleiand vexation and -wneaſineſs 
that can happet'tous upori any occaſion whatſoever, 
to wit, the conſideration that all iehin s are managed 
by an infinitely Wiſe” and good God, and Laan 
prove for the beſt,how ating ntable ſoever they ap- 
pear to us at preſent. And this is that which the wile 
man in{1nuates in the verſe before the- Text when he 
ſaith that God hath made every thing beautiful in his ſeaſon. 
Thirdly, Another requiſite both for the procuring 


and preſerving this continual chearfulneſs and rejoy- 


cing, 15a frequent and fixed attention to the 
rewards ofthe other world, which God hath don 
ſed toall that truly love him and endeavour to pleaſe 
him. This conſideration will extreamly add to onr 
comfort and contribate to our Regoycing under all 
the miſcries and aflitions thatwe'can poſſibly fllin- 
to, n—_ that whatſoever corndition'we arc in here 
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weſhallcertaiolyin3 little time beinamoſthappy and 
loriqus one, and the worſe qur cixcumilanices arc in 


this life, the greater (if we be good) ſhall be our happi- 
nels in the next, for theſe light affliions ( as S; Paul tells 
us )-which indure but for a.moment, do, work for us afar more 
exceeding weight of glory... (1) 1) 4) © (11 Ras th 
This then 1s the joy that we are to endeavour: after 
in the firſt place, to be conſtantly well pleas'd and'con: 
tented with our preſent condition, whatever it be;and 
theſe are the ways to attain to its, 111, | 

But ſecondly, there 1isanother more particular No- 


tion of Rejoycing, and which I conceive ..Solmen doth 


chiefly intend .in.the words of. the Text; and: that is 
the freeandcomfartableenjoyment ofthe good things 
of this life that God hath bleſſed us with, 1oppolition 
to a pinching and.penurious way of living. . This L 
ſay ſeems to be the notion of. Rejoycing.that the- Text 


| ſpeaksof, asappears by. the following verſe.. Solomon 


having told us 1n the text, that there i8nothing better 
for a man than to rejoyce and dogood, he adds by way of 
explication of what he meant by _—_ words, 
that every.man ſhould eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his 
Iabours, for it:is the gift of God. And frequently in. this 
Book of Eccleſiaſtes doth he perſwade to.this kind of 
rejoycing.. Thus in Chap. 2. ver. 2 4.. there is nothing bet- 
ter for a man, than that he ſhould eat.and drink, and that he 


fhould make bis ſoul enjoy good in bis Iahour, this. alſol ſaw it. 


was fromthe hand of Gaod.. And.in. Chap.'s. v.18. Behold 


zbas-wkich I bave ſeen, it is good and comely for. one. to eat- and 
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at the York-{hire Feaſt. 

drink,and toenjoy the good of all bis labours that he taketh under 
the ſun all the days of his life- which God giveth him, for it is 
his portion. And in 7 6.v.-1, 2. he repreſents it as 
a great evil that he hath ſeen under the ſun,and yet ſuch an evil 
as is common among men; that a man to whom God hath given 
riches,and wealth, and honour, ſo that he wanteth nothing for his 
ſoul of all that he defireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat 
thereof, but aſlranger eateth it; this ( faith he.) is vanity and 
an evil diſeaſe. | \ 

And theres certainly. great reaſon io what he faith, 
For to have a plentiful portion of the good-things of 
this life, and not to have the heart to make uſe. of them 
for the enjoyment of our ſelyesand friends; for the re- 


freſhing us under the toyl that:this liſe doth expoſeus - 


to; for the. promoting -Acquaintance and Society, 
and the cen as ealie as may-be, is 
as-unaccountable a folly as we can be: guttty of, and 
makes usreally as poor and neceflitous as thoſe that 
want bread, but only not ſo pitiable. 


Taking now this to be the ſence of rejoycing jn the - 
Text; ( as I believe it s) wehave from hence a good 
warrant.for this days Meeting, for we come together - 


tO rejoyce-1n Solomons fence, that 1s, tv eat: \ and.vo 


exjoy the good of our labours,it being the gift of God {o todo. . 


And this practice,of ours 15 not only reaſonable in : 


it {c|f, but is commended to.ug by the example of Gods 
F-oPe both under-the Law: and the: Goſpel.*. The 


[ 


ews by the appointment.of God: himſelf were to- 
meet every year three. times at Jeruſalem; the @apital | 
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*ce Deu;, City of the Nation to feaſt and to rejoyce before rhe Lord, as 
156. wehaveitin the expreſs words of Moſes, And the 
Chriſtians fornear twohundred years aſter our Sa- 
viour had their Agape, their Feaſts of charity wherem —_ | 
they met together both poor and rich to enjoy and 
make merry one with another, Tt 1s trite theſe Feaſts 
wereat lcngth left off by common conſent, becauſe 
there grew abuſesin them; they became occaſions of 
Luxury and excels, and fo matters of ſcandal to our 
Religion. But this was not anull refleQion upon the 
thing itfelf, which was innocent and commendable, 
but upon the abuſe of the thing. A good and laudable 
inſtitution was perverted to evil purpoſes. However 
this very conſideration ought to make us very caretul 
of our carriage and behaviour in theſe our Meetings, 
leſt we fall under the ſame inconveniencies, which 
that we may prevent, Twothingzare eſpecially need- 
ful to be taken care of by as. | 
Firſt, That we do not exceed the bounds of re- 
joycing preſcribed to Chriſtians, that is, that we avoid 
allexceſs, and uſe the Creatures of God, foberly and 
temperately, ſo as to.give offence to none,nor to'make 
proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the Iuſts thereof. * | 
'  Andſecondly, That we take care to perform and 
make good theends and delignsoftheleFeafts of rejoyc- | 
ing;which ends,if we will take our meaſures from thoſe 4 | | 
Laws that God gave to his own' People in the Old 
Teſtament, and: which the modern ow; themſelves 
intheir Commentaries take notice of; and which are 
| {o 


at the York-ſhire FeaF. 33 


fo reaſonable in theraſelves that without any Autho-. 
rity they dorecommend themſelves to us, are theſe 
four followmg. - 

Firſt, That we Rejoyce before the Lord,that is,that 
we make our humble acknowledgments' and return 
 ourdue praiſes and thanks to him for alf the: good: 
things he hath bleſſed us with in our hves, confeſſing: 
that all we have is from his free bounty and | rele! 
and that onr Meeting together is'to praiſe his name 
uponthataccount. Andthis was the thing that was 
meant by thoſe ſolemn Sacrifices that the Jews were- 
bound to offer at Jernſalem at their Annual Feaſts. 

' The ſecondend of thefe Feafts is to take occaſion: 
from henceto-learnour duty,to be mſtruedinallthe- 
branches of that obedience we owe unto God.. For as: 

- | A © Maimonidesobſerves, that was one ofthe principal rea- 

| fons of God; calling togetFer all the people of the: 
Jews to appear at the Feaſt. of Tabernacles, to-wit,. 
that they might hear the Law read unto them-; and: 
this deſign is I. ſuppoſe purſued by us in our chuling;: 
this Place to Aſſemble 1n. 

'A third end of theſeFeaſts(as the fame Hainmides tells. 
u3)8& is manifeſt fromScripture is topromote acquaims- 
tance & Friendſhip,and brotherly love one with ano-- 
| ther. And this 1s a very noble end,and ferves many-ex-- 
þ C<clcntpurpoſesandnothing canbebeyond it except 

The fourth and laſt end of theſe: Meetings,which 1s: 
to do good; to exerciſe our Charity towards our poorin-- 
digent Brethren. No man at the. Solemn Feaſts of the: 
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his offering not only to. God by,way of recognition 


and acknowledgment to him: but for the poor alſo that 
they might rejoyce as wellas he. T his is well obſerved 
by Maimomides from Deut. 16. 14. where it is thus ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt refoyce in thy feaſt.thou and thy ſon, and thy dnugh- 
terthy man-ſervant and thy maid-ſervant, the Levite and the 
Jiranger, the fatherleſs and the widow that are within thy gates. 

T his then is the great end of our Afſembly;that not 
only we, but the Fatherleſs and the widow ; all of our 
Countrey, that need our Charity, may-rejoyce with us 


and for us, | And this.isthat which Solowanjoyns with: 


rejoycing in the T ext, There is nogood in them but ſor a man 
to rejoyce and do good : and what that man who by the 
ſentence of God was declared the wifſeſt of all men 
bath thus joyned together, let none of ug preſumeto 
put aſunder. Theſe ace, the Rules, and theſe are 
the ends that we are to obſerve in this our Feaſt; and 
let usall for the Honour of Chriſts Religion, and for 
the credit of our particular Countrey, charge the 
obſervation of them upon our ſelves : whichif we 
can all reſolve todo, I can fafely apply toevery one 
of you, that ſaying of Solomon 1n the gth Chapter of 
this book of Eccleſraſies, and the 7th verſe, with which 
I ſhall conclude : Go thy way, eat thy bread with- joy, 


and drink thy wine with a merry heart, for God now accept- 


ah thy work. 
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Jews, was to appear beſere the Lord empty. He was to bring 
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